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From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of the James, Sept. Z5tfi, 1864, 8.80 P.M.
Col. HOFFMAN, Commissary Prisoners, WASHINGTON, D. C.
I HAVE made arrangements with Mr. Ould to give me at least five thousand (5000) of our sick men in Georgia and South Carolina, and take what equivalent we may have. I have offered to take them at Fort Pulaski as an act of humanity, because I think that railroading through the Confederacy, with such accommodations as they would get, would bring many of them to their death. He will receive on the Mississippi or its tributaries at such points as may be agreed upon all the sick they may have at the western camps, and will be glad to do it for the same reason.
After the boat-load up the river, we may as well send our balance down with the same transportation to Fort Pulaski.
Please advise me, looking on the matter in the light of this despatch.             BBNJ R BlJTIiERj Ma^ G&ri>L Comd'g.
From General Butler
Head Quarters, Army of the James, in the Field, Sept. ZBth, 1864
Capt. J. H. UPSHOB, Commanding Frigate "Minnesota."
CAPTAIN: In the month of April last your official conduct was investigated upon my complaint, and at the time, upon the fullest belief (in) the grounds of the complaint, which I most earnestly enforced as I am accustomed to do anything I deem to be my duty.
Of that complaint your peers in the Court of Inquiry acquitted you, and that being a sufficient official justification, perhaps this note may be unnecessary to you, but certainly not to me. From disclosures in other investigations as to the truthfulness and reliability of the witnesses upon whose testimony my action was based, and especially the subsequent conduct of the principal one, I am fully convinced that being deceived and misled by false information I have done you much wrong, both in my own opinion and in my official action toward you. Therefore this note is necessary for me to repair, as far as I may, the injustice, and to say that I am fully satisfied that you were in no way concerned in giving any information whatever upon the matter which formed the subject of my complaint, and that my information was wholly unfounded in fact. With the hope that if any one has con-